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had hitherto intervened between its Asiatic and European
provinces.

With the conquest of Qaraman and of Qizil-Ahmedli, which
followed the capture of Constantinople, the last outstanding
Kingdoms of the Decarchy passed away; and by their
elimination as independent states all the Turkish peoples of
Asia Minor were finally re-united under a single government.
It was thus reserved for Mehemmed the Conqueror to place
the coping-stone on the work of his predecessors. He finished
this great work, the work of making the West-Turkish nation,
in the early years of his reign; what he did later, and what
his successors for many a generation did, was but to add
foreign provinces to the Ottoman Empire.

But those foreign wars of Mehemmed do not concern us
here; what we have to consider is his attitude towards the
development of culture among his people. Several of his
ancestors had fostered learning and encouraged progress, but
none had done so with the munificence and care displayed
by this King whose surname of 'the Sire of good Works' l
is as widely known as his title of 'the Conqueror*. In the
spacious court before the great mosque which he built in
Constantinople he erected eight medreses or colleges, which
were reckoned as a single university and called the 'Court
of the Eight Colleges', or more usually, 'the Eight Colleges',
or simply 'the Court' or 'the Eight'. * Behind those colleges
were raised residential buildings where nearly two hundred
poor students received free board and lodging.3 This institution
at once became, and for long continued to be, the heart
of the intellectual life of Turkey.

1  Ebu-l-Khayrdt or Ebu-1-Hasend't.

2  Sahn-i Meddris-i Semaniye. For the value of the university degree, called
from  this institution Sahn Muderrisi 'Court Principal7, or Semdnfye Muderrisi
cEight Principal', see Appendix A.

3  See Appendix A.